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Book **** Print on Demand *****The twenty-nine of us were ET.l. Team 17, whose assighment was the
asteroids. We were four years and three months out of Terra, and we d reached Vesta right on schedule. Ten
minutes after landing, we had known that the clod was part of the crust of Planet X -- or Sorn, to give it its right
name -- one of the few such parts that hadn t been blown clean out of the Solar System. That made Vesta
extra-special. It meant settling down for a while. It meant a careful, months-long scrutiny of Vesta s every
square inch and a lot of her cubic ones, especially by the life-scientists. Fossils, artifacts, animate life . . . a
surface chunk of Sorn might harbor any of these, or all. Some we d tackled already had a few. My hair did not
stand on end, regardless of what you ve heard me quoted as saying. The Zen was standing by a rock, one paw
resting on it, ears cocked forward, its stubby hind legs braced ready to launch it into flight. Big yellow eyes
blinked unemotionally at the glare of the torch, and I cut down its brilliance with a twist of the polarizer lens.
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