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CHAPTER V THE ECONOMIC INTERESTS OF THE MEMBERS OF
THE CONVENTION Having shown that four groups of property
rights were adversely affected by the government under the
Articles of Confederation, and that economic motives were
behind the movement for a reconstruction of the system, it is
now necessary to inquire whether the members of the
Convention which drafted the Constitution represented in their
own property affiliations any or all of these groups. In other
words, did the men who formulated the fundamental law of the
land possess the kinds of property which were immediately and
directly increased in value or made more secure by the results of
their labors at Philadelphia? Did they have money at interest?
Did they own public securities? Did they hold western lands for
appreciation? Were they interested in shipping and
manufactures? The purpose of such an inquiry is...
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