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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: .so far advanced that his successors would find little diDiculty
in continuing the main parts of the construction according to his design. In 1331, however, a portion of the
communal tax was set apart for the prosecution of the work, and Giotto di Bondone, already the most famous
painter of all Italy, was appointed architect of the Cathedral. It is not often, says Mrs. Jameson, that a man takes
up a new trade when he is approaching sixty, or even goes into a new path out of his familiar routine. But
Giotto seems to have turned without a moment s hesitation from his paints and panels to the less easily
wrought materials of the builder and sculptor, without either faltering from the great enterprise or doubting his
own power to do it. To his new charge, writes Mr. C. E. Norton, Giotto gave himself with the eDectual ardor of
genius. No written record of his work on the Duomo remains, but the walls themselves seem to bear witness to
it. Stretches on the north and south, running eastward from the facade, more beautiful in composition and
design than the later work joined to it, may be assigned with probability to the period of his oversight. But
Giotto s labor was not limited to the Duomo alone. He now designed and speedily began the construction of the
most exquisite building of modern times, the one in which the quality of classic art is most completely...
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