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Summary: "Raphael's magnificently odd book does not skimp on details about the life of Josephus . . . but the
real focus is on his legacy. . . . Raphael transform Josephus, the thinking person's Judas, into a figure of tragic
grandeur and connects him with a wide of range of other Jewish writers, artists, scapegoats from Baruch
Spinoza, Alfred Dreyfus, and Leon Trotsky to Isaac Babel, Walter Benjamin, and Joseph Roth. . . . [An] erudite
book. . .. When Raphael imagines Josephus . . . his subject, to say nothing of his subject's quandary, feels newly
strange and complicated." -Tom Bissell, Harper's "To recalibrate Josephus' legacy in modern times, the
screenwriter and novelist Frederic Raphael, who was trained in classics at Cambridge University, has written A
Jew Among Romans , an eloquent appraisal of Josephus. In the book's first part, he skillfully recounts the
transformation of Joseph ben Mattathias, a descendant of priests, into Titus Flavius Josephus, confidant of
emperors. . . . As Mr. Raphael's sharply etched account makes clear, the turncoat Josephus may have been a
'sponsored propagandist. . . . In the second and bolder part of A Jew Among Romans , Mr. Raphael casts
Josephus as a prototype of the alienated 'un-Jewish Jew' in the Diaspora. . . . [lJn capturing Josephus'
ambivalences and ambiguities, Mr. Raphael has with great subtlety shed light on the heirs of that fascinating
figure: those memory-haunted thinkers, living on the borderlines of nations and religions, defined by the
attempt to transcend the very tradition to which they were so richly indebted." -Benjamin Balint, The Wall
Street Journal "Expansive, sometimes frustrating, often fascinating boundary-crossing book. . . . [A] work of
historical and...
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